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On July 19th,  FBCN officially welcomed its 
new Interim Senior Minister, Rev. Bruce 
Greer, and his wife, Dale, to the 
congregation during a Sunday service 
followed by a reception in their honor.   
 The reception gave members of the 
congregation an opportunity to meet and 
officially welcome the Greers, who will be 
helping to shepherd the church through a 
process of discernment and its search for a 
new senior pastor over the coming year.   
 Jenny Weisz, moderator, formally 
welcomed the Greers on behalf of the 
church, and also presented Rev. Linda 

Moore with a gift, thanking her for stepping 
up so admirably to serve the church and its 
members during this time of transition.  The 
gift was a lighthouse τ a favorite symbol of 
[ƛƴŘŀΩǎ τ in this case representing the light 
Linda has been for so many in the church 
over the past months.   
 Many in the church pitched in to help 
with the event, providing support and 
delicious food. Many thanks to all for their 
work and contributions!  
 It was a joyful morning for fellowship, 
celebration, and anticipation for the coming 
year.  

Welcome to the Greers!  
Rev. Bruce Greer officially begins work as Interim Minister at FBCN 

Photos (Top to Bottom): Rev. Bruce Greer and Dale Greer are officially welcomed by moderator 
WŜƴƴȅ ²ŜƛǎȊΤ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ IŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊ ŀƴŘ wŜǾΦ [ƛƴŘŀ aƻƻǊŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΩ ŎŀƪŜΤ WƻŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 
ŦƛƴŘǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ C./b ǿƻƳŜƴ όƭ ǘƻ Ǌύ WƻȅŎŜ aƻǊƛƴΣ IŀȊŜƭ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ  IŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
Palmer and Lily Chui.  

Grace and peace to all who call the First Baptist Church in Newton their faith community, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾπ
ing as your interim pastor as you journey forward in faith and service. I pray that our time 
together will be fruitful, as we take a long look at cultural and congregational dynamics in 
preparation for the pastoral search process. I come to this congregation with deep re-
spect for its rich heritage and an interest in your ministry over many years. 
 

/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ άdéjà vu ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΣέ ŀǎ ¸ƻƎƛ .ŜǊǊŀ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
abound! My parents (Jean and Dorothy Greer) attended here in the mid-1970s, when 
Gene Bartlett served as pastor and I attended Andover Newton. George Sinclair was one 
ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ WƻŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ 5Ŝŀƴ ƻŦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ WƻŜ ƪƴŜǿ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƭǎƻ 
an Andover Newton graduate (1948), over 50 years ago. My father officiated at Meta 
aƻȅΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ [ȅƴƴΦ Lƴ 
1982, Mark Clinger, Associate Pastor under Gene Bartlett, followed me as pastor at the 
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(Continued from page 1) 

First Baptist Church of Plymouth. Steve Ott has been a valued colleague for over 10 years. 
I could go on! 
 
My Baptist roots in Massachusetts run deep. My maternal grandmother, who died at 105, 
served as treasurer for the Massachusetts Baptist Women. My mother attended First Bap-
tist, Wakefield as a girl. My parents met at First Baptist, Norwood, married at First Baptist, 
Melrose, and honeymooned in Ocean Park, Maine. Three generations of my family at-
tended Ocean Park summer camps. My father served pastorates in Grafton, Lynn and 
Westwood, and interims in Melrose, Lowell and Millbury. I served pastorates in Plymouth 
and Sandwich, and an interim in South Hadley. Many friends have served ABC pastorates 
and positions in this state, and some of them are still here. I have attended Andover New-
ton graduations in this sanctuary off and on over the past 40 years. I could go on! 
 

With so many deep connections, how odd and wonderful it is to be here with you at such 
an important time. Yet, before we delve into interim time business and the important 
ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘΦ ! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ς born in Georgia, I lived in six 
states growing up and added three more as an adult. Dale Rogoff Greer, my wife of 36 
years, is a New London, Connecticut native and lifelong American Baptist. She serves as a 
clinical nurse specialist with the state department of public health. We have three chil-
dren: Amy (30) of Providence, a Brown University archivist and Simmons College Ph.D. 
student; Jonathan (27) of Boston, a second-year surgical resident at Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital; and, Jeffrey (23) of Washington DC, a web page editor for U.S. News and 
World Report magazine and sports reporter (his true passion) for the Washington Post. 
We are very close and cherish our time together, especially over a fierce game of Chicken 
Foot. 
 

My interests are wide and various, including lifelong interests in railroads and fire appara-
tus. Having seen Ted Williams play at Fenway, my loyalty to the Red Sox runs deep! I am 
almost as passionate about the Celtics and Patriots. Travel almost anywhere is a special 
joy. While in Colorado, I fell in love with high altitude hiking, managing to climb my first 
άCƻǳǊǘŜŜƴŜǊέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ L ŀƳ ŀ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ btw ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊΣ ŀ ōƛƎ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ YŜƛƭƭƻǊ 
and Bill Moyers, and an active op-ed and book review reader. In addition to work-related 
literature, my reading spans interests in transportation, current affairs, behavioral and 
social science, history and spiritual autobiography. Though my musical tastes are eclectic, 
I especially love choral and organ music. Plus, I am partial to pubs and tea rooms and the 
good things they serve. 
 

So much to talk about, so little time! I look forward to meeting each of you in days to 
ŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǿŀƛǘǎ ǳǎΣ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ aǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 
ŀƴ άƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊέ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ CƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ŀǎ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ YŜƛƭƭƻǊ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά.Ŝ ǿŜƭƭΦ 
5ƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ YŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΦέ  
 

Grace and Peace, in Christ, 
Bruce A. Greer 
 
P.S. Please be in touch with me in any of the following ways: 617.244. 2997 ext. 11 

(church office); 617.599.6305 (cell, on 24/7); bgreer@fbcnewton.org (church e-mail). 

From the Interim Senior Minister, cont.     

mailto:bgreer@fbcnewton.org
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From the Minister for Christian Education 
Sunday School ς LǘΩǎ CƻǊ [ƛŦŜΗΗ   Lǎ ƛǘΚΚ 
 
You are about to begin your fourth year of the not-so-new-anymore Sunday school sched-
ule.  Can you believe it? You have already completed three years under the new schedule 
and Sunday school programming. 
 The title of this article comes from promotional literature that I found on line: Sun-
day School ςLǘΩǎ CƻǊ [ƛŦŜΗ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  L 
happen to agree with it, but hey, I am an educator, I think all education is for life!  I might 
have a little bias when it comes to what I believe about Sunday school. So I bring the 
question to you ς do YOU think that Sunday school is for life? 
 Well, you have the opportunity to answer that question and let me know.  For the 
coming year, one of my goals will be to work on the Sunday school program, along with 
the Board of Education, to really focus on the goals, the curriculum, the purpose, the par-
ticipation, and everything in-between. I want to work on what we have learned over the 
past three years as we laid the foundation, see where the strengths are and where we 
need to improve.  We are just in the toddler stage of this program and there is so much 
more to see! 
 However, I am going to need your help.  I need to know what you think.  I have in-
cluded in this newsletter a Sunday school survey and I would like your feedback.  I am 
also going to send this survey by email, which will allow you the opportunity to answer 
the questions electronically. 
 I did an impromptu survey in the hallway at church over the past few months.  I had 
one question on the board:  Why Do You Go to Sunday school?  Here were some of the 
responses. 

To learn about God and Jesus 
Because God is da bomb! (translation: that is a good thing!) 
To have fun and learn about God and Jesus and because the teachers are great! 
To care about things God has told you to do 
To be a responsible member of the Body of Christ 
Because I truly enjoy learning with my students 
To learn more about my faith, to share my faith 
To experience love, truth, faith, fellowship 
To meet and make friends 
To pray more with God 

  
 Mary Lou Pitzer, from Fredericksburg, Virginia, has not missed a day of Sunday 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ  άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
.ƛōƭŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΧƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 
 L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
school as we begin again in September.  Continue to keep the Board of Education, the 
incoming Sunday school teachers, the students and me in your prayers as we prepare and 
plan for the coming year. And please remember, without you, this is not possi-
ōƭŜΧΦōŜŎŀǳǎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ L{ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜΗ 
 
Blessings,   

Linda 
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FROM THE MODERATOR 
 

Bruce Greer, the new Interim Senior Minis-
ter, brings creative leadership to our church 
family as we begin planning for a full fall 
schedule of church worship and other activi-
ties. Some of you may be out of town on 
your vacations and have missed the oppor-
tunity to participate in worship led by Bruce. 
Please join us in worship when you return to 
town and extend the warm hand of fellow-
ship to Bruce and his wife Dale. 
 The church staff and members are 
busy preparing for a full fall calendar. Fel-
lowship opportunities abound. Service op-
portunities in the church and community 
need your helping hand. A new young adult 
group is forming. The musically talented 
youth group will be providing music for our 
worship services more frequently. Deacons 
are hosting a dinner on the grounds on Sun-

day September 13thand organizing group 
dinners in our homes on October 17th. 
Coffeehouse is scheduling command per-
formances by Broadband (with our own 
Carolyn Dwyer) and with Rock My Soul. 
 David and Larisa Pazmino are expect-
ing the birth of their second son (a brother 
for Oliver) this month. Beverly Booth will be 
celebrating a birthday and moving into his 
new home at Petty House this month. 
Magda and Fernando Lopez have travelled 
to Peru to help a church with funds raised by 
our members this summer. Many of you will 
be completing your vacations this month. 
Visitors are moving to town and joining us in 
worship. We welcome one and all. Join us to 
celebrate new life in the church and antici-
pation of new beginnings and opportunities 
for worship, service, and fellowship at First 
Baptist Church in Newton. 

Jenny Weisz 

Church 
News  

& Notes  

ABCUSA Biennials are very enjoyable. We 
were privileged to join with several hundred 
other American Baptists at the 2009 Biennial 
in Pasadena California, June 26 ς 28. FBCN 
helping with our expenses is much appreci-
ated. These gatherings always provide rich 
experiences of inspiration, information, re-
union with friends and colleagues and meet-
ing new ones, deliberation, and celebration 
of what we have done and we can do to-
gether in global, national, and local mission. 
            Besides the plenary sessions, we en-
joy gathering with many significant groups 
within the ABCUSA such as: Baptist Peace 
Fellowship, Coalition for Baptist Principles, 
Roger Williams Fellowship, Association for 
Welcoming and Affirming Baptists, Minis-
ǘŜǊǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
of Concern. 
            The overall theme of the Biennial was 
ά¢ƘŜǎŜ IŀƴŘǎ Φ Φ Φ¢ƘŜǎŜ CŜŜǘΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
most inspiring speakers was Nick Vujicic. 
This young man, born with neither arms nor 
legs, marveled that God would choose one 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƛƳōǎ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ hands and feet. 
bƛŎƪΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƛǎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
going to do with what you do have? What is 
the point of being complete on the outside 
ŀƴŘ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΚέ 
            ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ά²ƻƳŜƴ Φ Φ Φ {Ŝƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
DƻŘΩǎ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΣέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ά.ǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛƴǎΣ {ƭŀǾŜǊȅ 
in the 21st CenturyΦέ aǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎƻƳπ
plished in the efforts to end sex trafficking; 
there is an almost unimaginable amount still 
to do. A significant proportion of sex traffick-
ing of girls and young women takes place 
within the United States . 
            !ǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ 
Leonard Sweet presented a fascinating inter-
ǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άDƻŘ sangΣ ΨLet 
there be lightΗΩέ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
.ȅǊƻƴ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Elegant Universe, Sweet 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƳǳǎƛŎΥ ά±ƛōǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦέ  Each of us has the excit-
ing adventure of finding our song and help-
ing others to find theirs, and so resonate 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ 
            One of the most important items of 
business for the delegates was the proposal 
to reorganize the ABC. It failed by a small 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ѿ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 
for passage. In some ways this was disap-
pointing, but in others, it offers the opportu-
nity to rework the by-laws so that, in par-
ticular, the Baptist principle of the signifi-
cance of the local church is maintained.   
            We look forward to sharing in greater 
detail with you, sometime in the fall, the joy 
of the Biennial meeting ς ōŜƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
hands and feet. 

Edith and Gordon Swan 

2009  
ABCUSA 
Biennial 
¹  

The Swans Report 
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A Note about Uninvited (Furry) Guests 
 

We try more and more to be a welcoming church. But mice are not invited! Recently we 
have had in our large building considerable problems with mice. We are working with the 
Meetinghouse Day Care to take some corrective measures. However, in a building such as 
ours, it is likely to be an ongoing issue. 
 So, we urge everyone to be extremely diligent in making sure that ALL food left in 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ΨƳƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƻƻŦΩ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴȅ ŦƻƻŘ 
preparation and eating areas after use. In addition to food, mice apparently enjoy other 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨƪƛŘ ǎŀŦŜΩ ŎǊŀȅƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƻŘŜƎǊŀŘŀōƭŜ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǇŜŀƴǳǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊŎƘΦ ²Ŝ 
will need to take steps to carefully store these things as well.  If you notice any signs of 
ƳƛŎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŀƴƛŎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ   
Many thanks! 
Edith Swan  

Treasured Table Repaired, but Please Handle with Care  
 

The mahogany table that was broken and resting in the Library for a long time has now 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ L ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ L Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭƛŎŜ ²ƻƭǇŜǊǘΩǎ Ƙǳǎπ
band did an excellent job some time ago of reinforcing the decorative legs. However, ask-
ing a delicate but dedicated table to support a heavy TV was just too much and brought 
this lovely furniture to its knees. Thank God for that previous superb supporting crafts-
manship, the beautiful piece was able to be saved and has returned to church willing to 
use its unique gifts to display appropriate light objects such as flowers, communion ele-
ments, or even a few books. Let no TV or person sit on it! 
            For the reception of our new Interim Senior Minister, the mahogany sculpture ele-
gantly graced the top of the stairs in the Chapel. It held some flowers to celebrate the 
beauty of opportunity for growth in transition. The Deacons and/or the Library Committee 
ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ 
more than its fair load, and handle it with care and all due respect.        
Thanks,            
Gordon Swan 
 

A Few 
Housekeeping 

Notices 

A Thanks to 
Gordon Swan 

 

For his wonderful 
work restoring and 
caring for this treas-

ured part of the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ   

 

Necessary summer projects around our Church building include: repair of the carpet in the 
Chapel; cleaning of the carpets in the Chapel and Everts Room; thorough cleaning and re-
waxing of hallway floors in the Fogg Building ; re-upholstery and repair of some of the fur-
niture in the Everts Room. As well, we are facing considerable unexpected expense as we 
deal with a serious mouse problem. 
 

Ê Blessed are the church members who fulfill their pledges before leaving 

for vacation. 
Ê They then go forth with a light heart. 
Ê They wear casual clothing as they wander in pleasant places. 
Ê They anoint their bodies with SPF 30 and insect spray. 
Ê They sit beside still waters, hoping that the fish will bite and the insects will not. 
Ê They build a fire of charcoal and place savory meats there-on; the wind wafteth to 

their nostrils a pleasant scent. 
Ê Night cometh. They close their eyes in glad tiredness with thanksgiving to God. 
Ê Their sleep is undisturbed. 
Ê For they know that the good work of their Church will not be diminished while they 

are away. 

From the 
Trustees 
¹ 

Blessed Are 
Those... 
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PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 
 

JOYS: 
We celebrate Tara Vance and Andrew Wommack who were married on August 1st 
We celebrate with Magda Lopez as the church was able to raise more than $2000 for her 
mission to Peru (see article below) 
 

SPECIFIC PRAYERS: 
Sarah Fae Heim, mother of Mark Heim 
Jewel Foster 
Clara Gallup 
Magda Lopez 
 

ON-GOING PRAYERS: 
Philip Palmer 
Luz Reardon 
Anna and Jim Zhou 

FROM THE XIMINES FAMILY:  
 

My parents, Popsie and Esmie, have been a part of the First Baptist Church for over 
25 years and even though they left for Florida 4 years ago, the church never left 
their hearts.  Growing up in this church and returning after some time, I could feel 
him here, his spirit in every room, in every pew.  As a child this church helped raise 
me, and now it has helped me put my father to rest.  Though he's gone, I know his 
spirit lives on here at the First Baptist Church and in the hearts of all who knew him.  
 
Your prayers of love, your kindness, and support during this most difficult time are 
impossible to repay. 
 
Our family thanks our larger family, "the family that is the First Baptist Church", for 
all your efforts on our behalf and in memory of Osbourne å Popsieæ Ximines. 

Love, 
Colleen Ximines Guzman and family 

Do You Have 
Something to 

Share?   
 

Each month we include 
a list of BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES with 
the calendar in The Bea-
con.  If you know of a 
birthday or anniversary 
we have missed, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW by con-
tacting the church of-
fice .  
 
If you have any joys, 
news, or specific prayers 
to share, please also let 
Linda Moore know at  
Lmoore@fbcnewton.org 
or 617-244-2997 x 12 
 

C¦b5{ !b5 tw!¸9w{ Chw a!D5!Ω{ aL{{Lhb ¢h t9w¦ 
 

When Magda Lopez approached the church about her mission trip to Iquitos, Peru, she 
hoped to raise $1300.  She planned to spend the money to finish the construction of bath-
rooms in the church there, a project that would not only provide much-needed sanitary 
facilities, but also serve to teach lessons of proper hygiene in an area where few have 
Řŀƛƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  C./b ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ aŀƎŘŀΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
more than $2000 for her trip.  Magda says she will use the additional money to purchase 
ǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ aŀƎŘŀΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭǎΣ 
her work, and for the people of Iquitos (see picture in sidebar). 

FBC in 
Newton 
¹ 

 Family 
News 
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