
August 2010 

 

Mission to Peru 1 

From Our  
Ministers 

1, 2  
& 3 

Church News  & 
Notes 

4 

Scholarships 5 

230th Anniversary ς
Telling Our Story  

6 & 7  

Family News & 
Words of Witness  

8 & 9 
 

Upcoming Events 10 

Calendar  11 

Adult Education 12 

Inside this issue: 

The monthly newsletter for First Baptist Church in Newton, 848 Beacon Street, Newton Centre, MA 02459 

www.fbcnewton.org  

From Age to Age the Same? 
 

FROM THE INTERIM SENIOR MINISTER 

Steeped as I am in the church music of his-
toric Euro-American Protestantism, I find 
strength and inspiration in the music and 
ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƘȅƳƴƻŘȅΦ hƴ Ƴȅ ά¢ƻǇ ¢Ŝƴ 
IȅƳƴǎέ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ God of Grace and God of 
Glory, whose text was written in the throes 
of the Great Depression by Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, the renowned pastor and 
preacher of Riverside Church in New York 
City. I especially love that hymn when it is 
sung to the Welsh tune, Cwm Rhondda. 
bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƘȅƳƴ-and-a-half: stirring and 
timely in every age! Do thank Martin Lu-
ther for passing along to us the perennial 
favorite of many: A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God. The second verse goes as follows: 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, our 
striving would be losing,  

Were not the right man on our side, the 
Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎΦ 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is 
he; Lord Sabaoth his name. 

From age to age the same, and he must 
win the battle. 

 
Pardoning the laborious English from an-
other era, the point is still pertinent. Facing 
what we face, as individual Christians and 
as a faith community, our striving is futile if 
we do not labor in the grace and truth of 
Christ. No argument there; yet, I am in-
ǘǊƛƎǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άFrom age to 

(Continued on page 2) 

As mentioned in the July Beacon, every summer for the past several years,  FBCN mem-
ber Magda Lopez has returned to the rainforest town of Iquitos in her home country, 
Peru, to provide much-needed aid to the growing  congregation of The Jordan Church.   
[ŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ C./bΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǎƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭπ
lowed the church to reach even greater numbers of children and families in need.   They 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 
 As the church and its dreams grow however, so does the need for resources, 
training and leadership τ and the church is currently without a minister.  Magda has 
identified a young man in the church who feels called to take on the role of pastor, but 
he needs financial support to complete his education at the Baptist Theological Semi-
nary of Peru (www.seminariobautistadelperu.blogspot.com).   Magda hopes that we at 
CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ όƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ϷмлллκȅǊύ ŦƻǊ 
the coming years.  Any additional money we are able to raise will go to support her mis-
sion and the developing school.   Checks can be made to First Baptist Church in Newton 
with a reference to Peru Mission in the memo section.    
  [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ 
Please contact Magda with questions or to learn more (email: fermag20@hotmail.com).  

August Mission to Peru Calls for Your Help  
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From the  
Interim  
Senior  

Minister 

ŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΧέ Most might agree that Christ is the same from age to age because scripture 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ άWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƳŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊέ όмоΥуύΦ wŜŀƭƭȅΚ ²Ƙȅ ǘƘŜƴ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜπ
nominations and such deep theological differences and divisions? Why then do we have Ca-
tholicism, Orthodoxy and such divergent forms of Protestantism? But, I digress. 
 
While there are aspects of Christ that may well be the same from age to age, the same can-
not be said of the Church. God help us if that is the case! Yes, while some of the more cyni-
Ŏŀƭ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ƛƴ ŎƘŜŜƪΣ άA mighty fortress is our church, a bulwark never 
ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΧΣέ most of us know that churches of all kinds (well, maybe, most) have changed, 
and changed a lot over time. Liturgies change. Music changes. Bible translations change. 
Church practices change. Church facilities change. Even creeds and doctrines change over 
ǘƛƳŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΣ L Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άŦǊƻƳ ŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΤέ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
with the Church. In every age change comes. Though coming in fits and starts, change is 
constant over time. 
 
That said, one major change has come to First Baptist Church in Newton. For the first time in 
our history, we have hired a staff member to lead us in our marketing and communications 
efforts. Effective July 1st, Amy Clark Feldman, a beloved member of our congregation (and 
very able editor of this newsletter), was hired ¼ time as our Communications Director. 
!ƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ !Ƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ όƛΦŜΦ ǇǊŜπ
senting ourselves to a public that increasingly looks for church options on-line), enhancing 
our social media capability, increasing our presence in traditional print media, enhancing 
our exterior and interior presentation to the wider community, and, most importantly, help-
ing to clarify our core message to an inquiring public.  
 
A graduate of the University of Connecticut, where she was a Phi Beta Kappa and White 
House Presidential Service Award honoree, Amy went on to receive her M.B.A. with honors 
at the University of Miami (FL). She has since worked in marketing for the American Red 
Cross, the University of Connecticut Scholarship Programs Office, the Institutes for Higher 
Education at Harvard University, and for Burson-Marsteller, a global public relations and 
communications firm, where she focused on Latin America (thus, she speaks Spanish). In 
addition to enjoying Amy, her sons Ben and Sam, and husband Greg, as part of our faith 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ŜƴƧƻȅ !ƳȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜΦ 
 
From age to age the same? With Christ, yes, to the best of our understanding. With the 
Christian and Baptist traditions, yes, when it comes to our most cherished and important 
practices. With the First Baptist Church in Newton, yes, when it comes to best practices. Be-
ȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ !Ƴȅ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǳƴπ
charted waters. She will be an invaluable asset to our next Senior Minister, and to all of us. 
Welcome Amy to her new role. Pray for her. Encourage her. Help her. Team with her. God 
blessed us with her gifts and her presence, to lead us into a new age at First Baptist! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Bruce Greer,  
Interim Senior Minister.  

FROM AGE TO AGE THE SAME?  (Continued from page 1) 
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Minister  

for  
Christian 
Education 

 

YOUR WORDS ABOUT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
In July, I asked that you provide the words for the August Beacon.  You were invited to an-
swer two questions in regards to Sunday school.  Thank you to those who participated.  
Here are YOUR Words about Sunday School. 
Blessings and Peace, 
Linda 
 
1.      Why is Sunday school important to you?  To your family? 
 
 MelissaΥ  ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘϥǎ ǿŀȅΣ and to 
develop my Christian faith by meeting with others and studying together.  I enjoy teaching 
Sunday School because I like spending time with the young people in our church and learn-
ƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  
 
JennyΥ  ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ because it gives our family a place where all of us can 
study and discuss the Bible and our Christian beliefs. Children can learn Bible verses and 
ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
BobΥ  ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜϥǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦέ 
 
Anna: "I need to be taught, not by the pastor through weekly sermons, but also by fel-
low church members (fellow students), whose insights, discussions on the Bible mes-
sages, and sharing of their life experiences and their walks with the Lord are invaluable to 
Ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

2.      Why is Sunday school important for First Baptist Church in Newton? 
 
Melissa:  ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǘ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ƛƴ bŜǿǘƻƴΤ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜ 
can learn more about Jesus and his way and we can learn more about each other. Through 
Sunday School, we grow in community and we are equipped to become more effective wit-
ƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘϥǎ ƭƻǾŜΦέ 
 
JennyΥ  άhǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Ǉƛƭπ
grimages and give and receive support as we meet personal challenges within a community 
ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦέ 
 
BobΥ  ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
ǘƻ ƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
 
Anna: "For our church, the Bible studies and Sunday school classes are among basic means 
for building up together in Christ." 
 

 

 
 

 



The Beacon                      4  August 2010 

 

FBCN 
News &  
Notes 
¹ 

From the 
Boards &  

Committees  

FROM THE BOARD OF OUTREACH 
As mentioned on page 1, this summer we are calling for the support of Magda Lopez and her 
mission to the Jordan Church in Iquitos, Peru.  Please read about her mission, talk to Magda, 
pray for the people of Iquitos and help to support this worthy cause.   
 We are also busy at work planning for the upcoming year.  Research about develop-
ing our Feeding Ministry continues, as do conversations about our calling to assist recent im-
migrants and refugees.  If you would like to be involved in planning for either of these minis-

tries, please contact Gordon Swan (gordonswan@verizon.net).  Planning is also well un-
derway for our Holiday High Tea, now scheduled for December 4th (see below).   
τ Gordon Swan  

FROM THE MODERATOR τ Communications and Fall Planning 
In the midst of summer vacations, outdoor fun, and family time we welcome Amy Feldman 
to the new position of Communications Director at First Baptist Church.  Amy has done a 
suburb job editing our Beacon for over a year. Now you will see her imprint on our website, 
newspaper articles, and other communications she will be developing in the coming year. 
Welcome to Amy! 
 Come to Sunday school this summer!  Led by Linda Moore, the adult class is discuss-
ing parables with meanings that are wide open to challenging group discussions so typical of 
our Baptist church. You will be able to understand scripture better and also get to know what 
your fellow church members are thinking.  Leadership for the worship service is provided by 
church members. Stimulating presentations on faith journeys are challenging us to consider 
our own Christian pilgrimage. 
 We are already planning for the fall. Children will be especially excited on September 
12th when we celebrate the beginning of fall Sunday School. The Search Committee and By 
Laws Committee will have a proposed church profile and proposed new church By laws for 
you to read before the end of the summer. Thanks to all of you who 
have been working so hard to draft these. Be sure to save Sunday Sep-
tember 19th for our after church lunch discussion of these important 
documents that will help shape the future of First Baptist Church.  
τ Jenny Weisz       

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
The Trustees have not met since June. However, their work continues. Pole lighting on the 
Grafton House side of the driveway is progressing. A serious infestation of wasps was han-
ŘƭŜŘ ōȅ .ǳƻƴƻΣ ƻǳǊ tŜǎǘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ CǊŀƴƪ hƭƴŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
outside lighting project, as well as how to repair the March storm damage in the Sanctuary, 
is much appreciated. τ Edith Swan  

FROM THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE τ THANK YOU!  
Thanks again to everyone who agreed to host a Summer Fellowship 
Time. A sign-up for the Fall will soon be at the Transformation Station, and we encourage 
you to volunteer for a Sunday when you will be available. τ Edith Swan  

Save the Date  
Holiday High Tea τ  December 4 

Join us as we invite our community for tea, music, tours of the church & more   
 

We need you to help make this exciting new initiative a success!  

Please contact Linda Duncombe for more information at lduncombe@comcast.net 
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In Our 
World  
¹ 

Supporting 
Education 

HASKELL SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE APPROACHESτ
August 31  

Due to the generosity of former members of the Church τ Harriet and 
Edith Haskell τ a scholarship fund was established through the 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
expenses of college. Depending on the number of applicants, it is ex-
pected that the scholarship will range from $500 to $750.  Any church 
member who will be graduating from high school and pursuing their 
first year of undergraduate studies in an accredited college or university 
is invited to submit an application for a scholarship to be awarded this 
fall.  
 !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘπ
dress, the full name and address of the college or university he/she wull 
be attending in the fall, and the anticipated course of study.  Applica-
tions must be received no later than August 31, 2010.  The may be hand
-delivered to the church office or mailed to:  
 
Haskell Scholarship Committee 
First Baptist Church in Newton 
848 Beacon Street 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 
 
We are very fortunate to have had members willing and able to help 
our young people pursue their education.  
τ Carolyn LaFreniere 

A Word of Thanks 
from one of our  

Brennan Scholarship 
Recipients  


