
L to R: Joyce Morin, Alta Hodges and Alexan-
dria Green with assembled Church World Ser-
vice baby and hygiene kits for Haiti.  

February 2010 

ά!ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ 
hope, and love 
abide, these 

three; and the 
greatest of these 
ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦέ 

 

1 Corinthians 13:13 
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FBCN Responds to Haiti Earthquake   
In the weeks following the devastating 
earthquakes in Haiti, members of First Bap-
tist Church in Newton came together to re-
spond to the disaster.  Through prayer and 
support of members with family in Haiti, to 
wŜǾΦ .ǊǳŎŜ DǊŜŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
events and their aftermath, to collections of 
funds for One Great Hour of Sharing and the 
Hospitol Bon Samaritan where our member 
Alta Hodges is working , to assembling  hy-
giene and baby kits for Church World Service 
(see photo), FBCN has risen up to help and 
respond.   
 And the work continues.  Throughout 
this issue of The Beacon there are articles 
and notes about the ways each of us can 
help.  Gordon Swan, on behalf of the Board 
of Outreach, outlines a variety of needs on 
page 4. In addition to raising funds, FBCN 
hopes to assemble and ship as many Church 
World Service kits as possible before Febru-
ary 14.   On page 11 there is information 
about a major event τ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ 
of the Duke University Chorale to benefit 
Haitian earthquake relief τthat calls for the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
involvement of everyone able to help.  Per-
haps most important is the call for continued 
prayer for those affected.   
 In the midst of transition and self-
study, FBCN τ this month and in the months 
to come τ is heeding the call to serve those 
most in need.  
 

TAKE HEART! 
 

FROM THE INTERIM SENIOR MINISTER 
February brings with it lovely traditions, such as Ground Hog Day, Super Bowl Sunday, Val-
ŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 5ŀȅΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ {ƘǊƻǾŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
thaws and maple sugaring season provide common cures for mid-winter fatigue and cabin 
fever. Super Bowl Sunday has become a veritable national holiday that many enjoy. Valen-
ǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƛǘΦ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻπ
vide opportunities for much-needed rest and recreation, at least for the kids! In the imme-
ŘƛŀǘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƳŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 5ŀȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎπ
ǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛƻƴΦ 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CƻǊ ƭƻƴƎǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ Ŧŀƴǎ ƘƛōŜǊƴŀǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ 5ŀȅΣ άƘƻǘ ǎǘƻǾŜέ 
discussions about the upcoming baseball season keep dreams alive.  
 There is much also to dishearten us. Since January 12, the horrors and hardships 
caused by the earthquake in Port-au-Prince, Haiti forever changed the lives of millions. The 
scope and scale of need is beyond our imagining. Given the substantial logistics challenges, 
all rescue, recovery and relief efforts required more than Herculean effort on the part of 
thousands from scores of nations. Many are missing and presumed dead, including any 
number of Americans caught by the earthquake while engaging in humanitarian pursuits. 
Add to this the ongoing global economic crisis, troubles in Afghanistan and elsewhere, con-
tinuing concerns with extremism and terrorism, human rights concerns, grinding poverty, 
the list goes on. On the national scale, millions are out of work and many more lack afford-
able healthcare. Our economy struggles to recover following a depression-like meltdown in 
the fall of 2008. Partisan paralysis, poisonous punditry, political posturing and shameless 
populism add insult to the all of the above injury. 
 Then again, there is much to hearten us. The global outpouring of compassion and 
concern for the Haitian people has been incredible. A single television concert, watched by 
more than 80 million people while being simulcast on any number of networks, raised tens 
of millions of dollars in a few hours. Thousands of volunteers have gone and will continue to 
go to Haiti to assist with recovery, relief and rebuilding efforts. Social media have made the 
almost instantaneous donation of millions of dollars possible. So much good is coming out 
ƻŦ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΗ ά²ƘŜƴ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ǿŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
speak well of our capacity for good as human beings. The people of greater Boston and of 
this church thus far have proven to be exceedingly generous with their time, talent and 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ IŀƛǘƛΩǎ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
do, on behalf of those in need. We will keep you posted regarding continuing needs and op-
portunities. 
 There is much to hearten us as well about the First Baptist Church in Newton. Our staff 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ Řƻ ȅŜƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ 
finances and facilities. On any given Sunday, dozens of adults, youth and children open their 
minds, hearts, Bibles and books as they seek to grow in their discipleship. Scores more wor-
ship faithfully in our sanctuary, gathering with fellow members and friends, while welcom-
ing our guests with warm hospitality. The pastoral search committee is now at full speed as 
they move us through the all-important pre-search self-study phase, gathering internal data 
from the congregation by means of surveys and cottage meetings before gathering external 
data from our community and cultural context. I am disheartened, on the other hand, by the 
decline in Sunday worship participation, down 25 percent in just four short years; and even 
more disheartened for our visitors, who see a near empty church and too often fail to re-
turn. What can we do about that? 
 There is so much to hearten, and dishearten, us at every level of life. That being the 
case, I take heart from what Jesus said to his disciples in the midst of crisis and challenge, 
ά.ǳǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΤ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ (John 16:33). Conquered the world, how? By 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘƻǿΤ ƴƻǘ ōȅ 
άǎƘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŜέ ōǳǘ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΗ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ 
and pray for courage! 
Grace and Peace to all, in Christ,  
Bruce Greer  
Interim Senior Minister. 
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