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CHNCONIERIINESIN First Baptist Chiurch in Newton Celebrates Its
Author of liberty, .
To thee we sing; 230th Anniversary

ang may our land be Koy July 5th, First Baptist Church in Newton will celebrate the date of its 230th anniver-
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DNBIF i D2RZ Baptist Pond and now as Crystal Lake). According tdistisry, four area ministers were

! : also present and Rev. Noah Alden of Bellingham preached from Acte@:t4NJ A a A y 3
FromAmericawritten by Py having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as
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from 1842 to 1854 and a new light kindled amid the darkness. After years of waiting, the principle of
freedom in matters of conscience was at last so far conceded that the members

found themselves recognized by their felmwnsmen as having the right to be.
Departing in some respects, from the faith in which they had been educated, they

held the same cardinal truths, and were ready to endure inconveniences and trials

for the sake of the views they had espoused. Their study of the Scriptures made
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in that furnace of political strife from which the nation was just emerging, they

had learned to think and act for themselves in the spirit of independence; and in
Inside this issue: their new church relations they felt that they had attained a blessing which right-

fully belonged to them as freemen of the new republic. Moreover, as the roots of a
thrifty tree reach out far and wide in search of the elements of fertility, so the early
members were drawn from a wide range of territory, and some even from the ad-
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Adult Education As we chart our course forward over the coming year, we will do well to celebrate
and learn from those auspicious beginnings. In August and into the fall, we will con-
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Outreach have contributions you would like to make to this series, please contact Amy Clark

Feldman at amyelizabethclark@yahoo.com or-688-8112.
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Calendar 9 aside every weight and sin that easily distracts us, and let us run with perseverange the
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our

All Church Picnic! 10 T I A ({Hebtaéws 12:2). Normally we associate these words with All Saints Day,
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SPEAKING OF FA|YHContinued from page 1)

November first, when we recall the faithful who have gone before us. Yet, this summe
use these words to remind us that we are surrounded by living saints, as well as by th
munion of departed saints surrounding us in spirit.

At First Baptist Church in Newton, we are indeed surrounded by saints of every age al
background, serving church and community in various capacities and roles, living out
faith with integrity and openness. This summer we will hear a serim@&y 3 0 K & 2 3
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been asked by the Deacons and me to tell us, openly and honestly, from mind and he

what gives them hope. Augmented by scripture and song, prayer and communal supp
we are eager to receive their testimony.

We will hear from six of our saints on the following schedule.

Sunday, July ic Jonathan Dwyer.
Sunday, July 8¢ Mary Jane Ott.
Sunday, July 35 Heather Palmer.
Sunday, August™lc Dale Rogoff Greer.
Sunday, August™c Dan Heffernan.
Sunday, August 15 Amy Clark Feldman.
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about their faith journey, sharing where they have come from, where they are now, anfl
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While | am well aware that many of us spend the summer away or take advantage of the

warm weather for outdoor activities, if you find yourself available Sunday mornings, pl
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come in support of your fellow saints to hear their testimony and consider your own fajth

journey as well. There may be additional opportunities for briefer Words of Witness in
ship this fall, so do keep that in mind as well.

For now, enjoy the long, warm days of summer while they last, pray for healing and hc
knowing how grateful | am for your good faith and hard work throughout the 29D
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plished and much awaits our attention in the coming year. The Pastoral Search Comnjittee

labors even as we rest, preparing the congregational profile for your review before the
search is open to interested candidates in the fall. After a well deserved respite, staff 3

nd lay

leaders will return to the task of planning and implementing new initiatives for the comjng

year. Our work and witness continues.
Do join us for worship as your summer plans permit. Have a blessed summer!

Grace and Peace,
Bruce Greer,

Interim Senior Minister.




