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Commencement: Transition and Celebration  
FROM THE MODERATOR:   
June is transition time for First Baptist 
Church. We celebrate the accomplishments 
of the past year and begin planning for the 
coming year, full of high expectations. On 
June 6th the church 
will hold the annual 
spring business meet-
ing luncheon after the 
worship service. John 

Bewick, chair of 
the Endowment 
Trustees will pre-
sent a report on 
the investments 
of the church 
endowment over 
the past year. We 
will also hear 

from Kathy Wade and the By Laws Commit-
tee, and have a brief status report from the 
Search Committee. Casual conversation dur-
ing lunch gives the opportunity to discuss 
possible outreach activities we can do with 
other members of the church or on a much 
larger scale with others in our community. 

We will use the summer months to plan the 
activities. By fall, be ready to actively partici-
pate in one or more mission outreach activi-
ties. 
 We celebrate the conclusion of the 

Sunday School year 
with a cookout on the 
lawn on Sunday, June 
13th. Join us to thank 
our Minister of Chris-
tian Education, Linda 
Moore, the dedicated 
teachers, and the 
Board of Education for 
another year of stimu-
lating discussion and 
Bible study for all ages. 
We look forward to 
the summer Sunday 

school, which will meet at 9:30 in the 
chapel.   Summer gives us the opportunity 
to continue to worship together and to 
gather informally for cookouts and conver-
sation. More about that in the July Beacon! 
ð Jenny Weisz, Moderator 

Speaking of Faith 
 

FROM THE INTERIM SENIOR MINISTER 
There are stories in our pews, lots of stories. Some you and I know, many we do not 
know. The members of our faith community come from a wide range of backgrounds: 
cultural, ethnic, national, regional, religious, educational and professional, etc. We have 
come from near and far into this fellowship at Beacon and Centre Streets. Some continue 
a multi-generational tradition of involvement at First Baptist in Newton, while others 
have come to us in recent months and years. Yet, we each have stories to tell about life 
and faith: stories to tell about where we have been, where we are headed, and what 
keeps us going; stories about the mystery and wonder of God. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Save the Dates! 
¹ 

June 6:  Annual Spring Business 
Meeting and Luncheon 

τ  
June 13: Teacher Appreciation 

Cookout on the Lawn 
τ 

Food and Help Needed: See pgs 5 & 6 

"For I know the 
plans I have for 
you," declares the 
LORD, "plans to 
prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans 
to give you hope 
and a future."  
Jeremiah 29:11 NIV 
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From the  
Interim  
Senior  

Minister 

During the 2009-10 church year, our Faith in the World class read and discussed both Diana 
.ǳǘƭŜǊ .ŀǎǎΩǎ Practicing Congregations: Imagining a New-Old Church ŀƴŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴΩǎ 
Finding Our Way Again: The Return of the Ancient Practices. Through those discussions we 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊǎΣ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ άƳŀƛƴƭƛƴŜέ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ 
ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ .ǳǘƭŜǊ .ŀǎǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ άƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦέ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ 
No matter what we call them, they have a positive impact on faith communities around our 
nation. 
 
Thus far, the quantitative and qualitative data collection conducted by the Pastoral Search 
Committee identified three areas of significant interest in our congregation: worship, spiri-
tuality and outreach. These will be our growing edges for the 2010-11 church year in prepa-
ration for the arrival of our next Senior Minister, hopefully by this time next year. One of the 
growing edges for our faith community going into the summer and next year will be deepen-
ƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
deepening and revitalization of worship than by hearing the life stories and faith journeys of 
a few members of our congregation? 
 
So, this July and August we will enjoy a Sunday morning series called Speaking of Faith. Six 
active members of First Baptist, from their 30s to their 70s, have thus far joyfully responded 
to the invitation to share a 15-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ά²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎέ ƛƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊπ
ward to hearing their stories and sharing their faith journeys this summer. Even more, we 
look forward to exploring the notion of worship as a communal practice in order to 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ όƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέύΣ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
deepen our experience of God as a worshipping community. Will you come in  support of 
your fellow members and sojourners at First Baptist? 
 
This is just the beginning of what I pray will be an exciting new year! Blessings for a wonder-
ful summer. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Bruce Greer,  
Interim Senior Minister.  

SPEAKING OF FAITHΧ   (Continued from page 1) 
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From the 
Minister for 

Christian 
Education 

 

THE SPIRIT OF AN INFLATABLE POOL TOY 
 
Galatians 5:25:  if we live by the spirit, let us also be guided by the spirit. 
 
hƴ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ L ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άIƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘΣ ǎƻ L ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
harder for the children.  I shared with them that the Holy Spirit is similar to an inflatable 
pool ring. Inside the blown up ring is air and that allows the ring to float around in the wa-
ǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άIƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ L ŘŜŦƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
steps, flat and deflated. The kids knew that a deflated ring will no longer be able to do what 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŀƛǊ ƛƴ ƛǘΧΦǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘέΦ 
 
Then I went one step further.  I compared that inflatable pool toy to a church.  The Spirit 
gives us the fire, the passion, the lift that we need to do what we are supposed to do as the 
Body of Christ.  We are able to float in the waves of the Living Water (John 7:37-39).  The 
Spirit guides us and allows us to live.  When there is no spirit, no life, and no passion - then 
the church is just a building, sitting there unable to do anything. 
 
Throughout this year in Christian Education, we had many opportunities to help build up 
that spirit, to light a fire, to blow up the air in the passion of what gets us moving.  The adult 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ άCƛƴŘƛƴƎ hǳǊ ²ŀȅ !ƎŀƛƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ 
of Mark, as books that provided a renewal of spiritual practices and deeper study.  During 
the Lenten Season, we had the opportunity to Practice the Spiritual Practices by integrating 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
άLƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 
 
This summer, we will continue building on the foundation with an in-depth study during the 
Sunday school hour on the Parables of Jesus Christ that will begin on Sunday, June 20th.  So 
the opportunities are endless to keep that spirit flowing. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  L 
would love to hear from you ways you provide for your own spiritual growth and ways in 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
What would you like to see? What would benefit you? How would you like to participate?  
²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ DƻŘΚ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦ 
 

 
Blessings and Peace, 
Linda 
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Celebrating 
Christian  
Education   
¹ 

Teachers, 
Leaders & 

Youth 

THANK YOU TEACHERS AND LEADERS! 
Please take a moment to thank the following individuals for their hard work and dedication 
this year in the area of Christian Education.  On Sunday, June 13th, we will recognize them 
in the worship service to show our appreciation.  I invite you to show your appreciation in 
some way for their efforts to bring Joy and Spirit into the life of Christian Education at First 
Baptist in Newton. 

Sunday School 
Jonathan Dwyer 
Jenny Weisz 
Martha Wright 
Ann Grantham 
Melissa Heim 
Joyce Morin 
Rich Carroll 
Bruce Greer 
Bob Pazmino 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
Peg Carroll 
Bethany Edwards 
Sonja Loar 
Linda Duncombe 
Tami Weisz, Youth Assistant 
 
 
 
 

Youth Leadership 
JBird Burkhart 
Jacob Burkhart 
Jay Cram 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY:  LIVE OUT LOUD 
On Sunday, May 16, the Youth of First Baptist led the congre-
gation in a wonderfully Spirit-filled worship service.  Below 
are photos of the day taken by Rev. Linda Moore.  Many 
thanks to the youth, youth leaders and Rev. Linda Moore for 
Living Out Loud & sharing their talents and faith!   

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4029040&id=508132375

