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On the Move: The Search Committee Reports

FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE: The following is a brief overview of what

was presented:

On April 25, members of the congregation

gathered for an althurch

meeting and

e THE IMPORTANCE OF SHILPY: We

are currently reaching

lunch to hear about the
{ S NOK [/ 2YY
gress and the results of
the Pastoral Search In-
ventory and Cottage
Meetings. First and fore-
most we would like to
thank all those who
shared their time and
thoughts, hopes and cor
cerns, in the Survey, duf
ing the Cottage Meeting
and at the recent all
church meeting. The

Search Committee strivé
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between the clergy and the laity

was a key to the health and growt

of the whole system. If that
WO2yySOlA2yQ 41
like a lamp being plugged into a
live electric circuitg the light

would come on. If the connection

was dead at either end, there
g2dA R y2i 068

- Loren Mead A Change of Pastors

by

0 BidKISY $ yQRE 2IFNJI2{d2N
that the quality of that relationship

{GdzReQ LINROSaa
learned a great dedj

including that, while

FBCN has many

 strengths, it aJsq faces J
Bsubktantialckhifeng@s S
Because of this, we have
needed to dig deeply to
understand what the

church needs in a new
miniigr g jp ynder-

stand how to make the

—

expectations between

=

to understand the views of the congregation

and to faithfully reflect those views in our
work. Copies of the results of the Pastor
Search Inventory, as well as the full April e

pastor and congregation

clear. This has required that we be espe-
a1:ia||y serious in our self study.

POSITIVE AREAS OF COMMONALITY: We

25" presentation are available in the churcFound many positive areas of commonality
office or by emailing the Search Committeén the results of the Survey and Cottage
at searchcommittee@fbcnewton.org We Meetings, and areas of disagreement cut
hope for and invite additional feedback and

comments.

(Continued on pagé)

Phase

Two [

FROM THE INTERIM $BR MINISTER

As | write, we approach a significant shift in the focus of the liturgical year. With Advent
and Christmas, we ponder the mystery and meaning of the incarnation of God in Jegus.

5dzNAyYy 3 9LIALKI YyezxX
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to see him as The Christ. Lent calls to mind to cost of faithfulness to God, with Holy[Week
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(Continued on pagg)
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t 1! {9 ¢Conthud from page 1)

Good Friday, Easter celebrates the fact that neither evil nor death can suppress the Spirit of
D2RQa f2@S 2NJ RSadNere GKS 3ANFOS | yR & NpziK
Christ (May 13) and Pentecost (May 23), the focus of our faith story shifts from Christ fo the
/| KdZNDK® 2 AGK / KNRadQa | a0Syaizys (GKS RJAaO,
YR gAGK tSyiS02aids GKS |LRad2tA0 tSI RSNEA
power and launched their mission.

reign of love, the cross of Christ being the ultimate example. Following the crushing bIEws of

\
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How appropriate that, as the Ascension of Christ and Pentecost fast approach us on the
2010 liturgical calendar, the emphasis of the interim time at First Baptist in Newton begins
From the u2 é_K?x'-Fij Fa gSttod 28 _é?xf t _ézzy SYd SN g|KI G
interim time, when the Pastoral Search Committee fades into the background for a seqson
|nterim to prepare the church profile that will be shared with interested candidates next fall. Ofice
they open their search process to interested applicants, their work will beaumfidential
Sen ior (not secretive!), though we will hear progress reports from time to time as they move fpr-
ward. We will convene again as a congregation next September when they present th
MiniSter church profile to us for our review and approval. After that, we will hear from them as quy
move from one step to another, e.g. receiving applications, screening applications, idgntify-
ing top prospects, selecting finalists for interviewing, identifying a finalist, etc.

1374

In the meantime we have much to do during the second phase of the interim time to pfay
for and to prepare our church to move forward under new pastoral leadership. Over the
YSEG (6St0S Y2yiKas (G2 062NNR6 | LIKNI &S| FNJ
S gAff ySSR (2 06S al OKdzZNOK 2y GKS Y2|9S=3
Survey and cottage meetings indicated that there are three areas in our church life calling

for movement on our part: (1) worship and music, (2) spirituality, and (3) mission/ outrgach.
While 8 out of 10 of us express general satisfaction with our worship ministry, only 6 of 10

are satisfied with our music. Enhancing the spirit and substance of worship, and incre@sing
participation, cannot wait for the next Senior Minister. Prayer, preparation and action Qegin
now and not later. The same with our interest in spirituality and mission/outreach: thege
important areas of interest call for our response in prayer, preparation and action. What a

joy it will be for your next Senior Minister to hop aboard a moving train!

I FTGSN) atGidzReAYy3I o2dzi aLINI OGAOAY3I O2yaANBIL |
practices (Brian McLaren), it is now time to put some thingsractice literally. Following
aO[ I NByQa fSIFRZ ¢S At AYLISYSyld LISNBEIRY!I
Communal practice groups will form to enhance our worship ministry, engaged in prayer

and preparation for blocks of time (e.g. summer, fall, Advent/Christmas, etc.). A group
meeting at the home of Steve and Mary Jane Ott, starting this month, will explore the gom-
munal practice of prayer. Mission and outreach opportunities await people interested T
pursuing them. The revised church structure suggested by the emergilagvbyrevision wi
help to redirect our energies from meetiragiented management to actionriented activ-
ity. If we establish spirited and substantive movement in these areas over the next tweglve
Y2Yy(GKasz &2dz oAft o0fSaa 22dNJ ySg {SyYyA2N) ah)

W2AY GKS Y2@SYSyidH [SiQa 3Sh 32Ay3ax F2INI / |
Grace and Peace,
Bruce Greer,

Interim Senior Minister.
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THE PURE JOY THAMES FROM NEW BEGINNINGS

Crossing Over by Joyce Rupp

| shared this poem with the church staff at our first meeting in May of last year. A yea X
later, | want to share it with you. What a wonderful journey you have been on for the ga i
year. We are still on the bridge, trusting God to get us to the other side. Thank you fo -\ ’ )
hanging on to keep going; thank you for not looking down; thank you for your continue ﬁ\ S
trust in what God is doing; and thank you for continuing the journey. i '

Crossing Over From the
Crossing over Minister for
Into the unknown, o
Crossing over Christian
From a secure land

To one whose roads Education

| have never walked.

Companion and Guide,
You are my transition coach.

You say to me;

G/ Neaa 290SN) GKS ONARAR3IAS:
Go ahead, come on over,

LGiQa adGdz2NRe Sy2dz@Ko
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Or you will lose courage

and want to stay

right where you are.

Hang on. Keep going.

¢CKIFIGQa ¢gKIFIG ONARR3ISE I NBE FT2NE
to get you to the other side.

¢CNHza G YS G2 LINRPGSOG &2dzpé

For all of us in transition

who have bridges to cross,

bless us, God of the journey,

gift us with the desire to go ahead.

Help us to trust
That the bridge will be strong
And the risk will be worth it.

Blessings and Peace,
Linda




