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On the Move: The Search Committee Reports 

FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

On April 25, members of the congregation 
gathered for an all-church meeting and 
lunch to hear about the 
{ŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǇǊƻπ
gress  and the results of 
the Pastoral Search  In-
ventory and Cottage 
Meetings. First and fore-
most we would like to 
thank all those who 
shared their time and 
thoughts, hopes and con-
cerns, in the Survey, dur-
ing the Cottage Meetings 
and at the recent all-
church meeting.  The 
Search Committee strives 
to understand the views of the congregation 
and to faithfully reflect those views  in our 
work.   Copies of the results of the Pastoral 
Search Inventory, as well as the full April 
25th presentation are available in the church 
office or by emailing the Search Committee 
at search-committee@fbcnewton.org.    We 
hope for and invite additional feedback and 
comments.   

The following is a brief overview of what 
was presented: 

    THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF-STUDY:  We 
are currently reaching 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ψ{ŜƭŦ 
{ǘǳŘȅΩ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
learned a great deal ς 
including that, while 
FBCN has many 
strengths, it also faces 
substantial challenges.   
Because of this, we have 
needed to dig deeply to 
understand what the 
church needs in a new 
minister and to under-
stand how to make the 
expectations between 
pastor and congregation 

clear. This has required that we be espe-
cially serious in our self study. 

    POSITIVE AREAS OF COMMONALITY: We 
found many positive areas of commonality 
in the results of the Survey and Cottage 
Meetings, and areas of disagreement cut  

(Continued on page 4) 

ά9ŀǊƭȅ ƻƴΣ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƳŜ 

that the quality of that relationship 

between the clergy and the laity 

was a key to the health and growth 

of the whole system.  If that 

ΨŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

like a lamp being plugged into a 

live electric circuit ς the light 

would come on.  If the connection 

was dead at either end, there 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ 

- Loren Mead, A Change of Pastors 

Phase Twoµ  
 

FROM THE INTERIM SENIOR MINISTER 
 
As I write, we approach a significant shift in the focus of the liturgical year. With Advent 
and Christmas, we ponder the mystery and meaning of the incarnation of God in Jesus. 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ 
to see him as The Christ. Lent calls to mind to cost of faithfulness to God, with Holy Week 
ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

(Continued on page 2) 
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reign of love, the cross of Christ being the ultimate example. Following the crushing blows of 
Good Friday, Easter celebrates the fact that neither evil nor death can suppress the Spirit of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Christ (May 13) and Pentecost (May 23), the focus of our faith story shifts from Christ to the 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²ƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΤ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
power and launched their mission. 
 
How appropriate that, as the Ascension of Christ and Pentecost fast approach us on the 
2010 liturgical calendar, the emphasis of the interim time at First Baptist in Newton begins 
ǘƻ ǎƘƛŦǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǳƴŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛƻǳǎƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭ άtƘŀǎŜ ¢ǿƻέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
interim time, when the Pastoral Search Committee fades into the background for a season 
to prepare the church profile that will be shared with interested candidates next fall. Once 
they open their search process to interested applicants, their work will become confidential 
(not secretive!), though we will hear progress reports from time to time as they move for-
ward. We will convene again as a congregation next September when they present the 
church profile to us for our review and approval. After that, we will hear from them as they 
move from one step to another, e.g. receiving applications, screening applications, identify-
ing top prospects, selecting finalists for interviewing, identifying a finalist, etc.  
 
In the meantime, we have much to do during the second phase of the interim time to pray 
for and to prepare our church to move forward under new pastoral leadership. Over the 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ŀ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ !ǇǊƛƭ нр ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘ 
Survey and cottage meetings indicated that there are three areas in our church life calling 
for movement on our part: (1) worship and music, (2) spirituality, and (3) mission/ outreach. 
While 8 out of 10 of us express general satisfaction with our worship ministry, only 6 of 10 
are satisfied with our music. Enhancing the spirit and substance of worship, and increasing 
participation, cannot wait for the next Senior Minister. Prayer, preparation and action begin 
now and not later. The same with our interest in spirituality and mission/outreach: these 
important areas of interest call for our response in prayer, preparation and action. What a 
joy it will be for your next Senior Minister to hop aboard a moving train!  
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ό5ƛŀƴŀ .ǳǘƭŜǊ .ŀǎǎύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
practices (Brian McLaren), it is now time to put some things in practice, literally. Following 
aŎ[ŀǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ 
Communal practice groups will form to enhance our worship ministry, engaged in prayer 
and preparation for blocks of time (e.g. summer, fall, Advent/Christmas, etc.). A group 
meeting at the home of Steve and Mary Jane Ott, starting this month, will explore the com-
munal practice of prayer. Mission and outreach opportunities await people interested in 
pursuing them. The revised church structure suggested by the emerging by-laws revision will 
help to redirect our energies from meeting-oriented management to action-oriented activ-
ity. If we establish spirited and substantive movement in these areas over the next twelve 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ {ŜƴƛƻǊ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  
 
Wƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΗ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΗ 
Grace and Peace,  
Bruce Greer,  
Interim Senior Minister.  

tI!{9 ¢²hΧ   (Continued from page 1) 
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THE PURE JOY THAT COMES FROM NEW BEGINNINGS 
 
Crossing Over by Joyce Rupp 
 
I shared this poem with the church staff at our first meeting in May of last year.  A year 
later, I want to share it with you.  What a wonderful journey you have been on for the past 
year.  We are still on the bridge, trusting God to get us to the other side. Thank you for 
hanging on to keep going; thank you for not looking down; thank you for your continued 
trust in what God is doing; and thank you for continuing the journey. 
 
Crossing Over 
 
Crossing over 
Into the unknown, 
Crossing over 
From a secure land 
To one whose roads 
I have never walked. 
 
Companion and Guide, 
You are my transition coach. 
 
You say to me; 
ά/Ǌƻǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜΣ 
Go ahead, come on over, 
LǘΩǎ ǎǘǳǊŘȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ 
Or you will lose courage 
and want to stay 
right where you are. 
 
Hang on. Keep going. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊΣ 
to get you to the other side. 
¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΦέ 
 
For all of us in transition 
who have bridges to cross, 
bless us, God of the journey, 
gift us with the desire to go ahead. 
 
Help us to trust 
That the bridge will be strong 
And the risk will be worth it. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Linda 
 

 


