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Excitement is in the Air!   
FROM OUR MODERATOR:  

Excitement is in the air! September is filled 
with activities you will not want to miss.  
On Sunday, September 5th, Andrew Ed-
wards, an Andover Newton student and 
new church member, will be preaching.   
Andy is eager to continue organizing service 
projects around Boston and to work with 
our church in planning a mission trip possi-
bly this summer. Our new Program Associ-
ate for Arts and Music, Katie Baltrush will 
join us as she begins her work with children 
and youth. 
  A special celebration on September 
12th at 9:30 will mark the opening of Sun-
day school with children, youth and adults. 
The Board of Education is providing baked 
goods!  Worship service will be led by In-
terim Senior Minister Bruce Greer followed 
by Blue Ribbon Barbecue dinner on the 
ƭŀǿƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳπ

nity to meet new visitors and catch up with 
old friends as we enjoy Sunday dinner to-
gether following worship. 
 After worship on September 19th 
the church will meet in the chapel for a 
light lunch before a business meeting. We 
will be reviewing proposed By Laws pre-
sented by the By Laws Committee and the 
new Congregational  Profile presented by 
the Search Committee. We depend on your 
full participation as we discuss these pro-
posed documents so in the spirit of Bap-
tists, we can decide together what will help 
us build a strong church through leadership 
and formal procedures.  Please plan to par-
ticipate in all these special congregational 
activities! The quality of our church is de-
termined by the quality of our relationships 
with one another. Come. Share your 
thoughts, your laughter, your love. 
ä Jenny Weisz 

Sunday School Kick-Off Celebration on Sept. 12 

WELCOMING 
ALL TO  

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL YEAR  
2010-2011! 

FROM THE MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
The Board of Education and teachers are excited about this upcoming Sunday School 
year! Kick-Off Sunday is planned for Sunday, September 12, with a Blue Ribbon Barbecue 
on the lawn outside the church right after the service. Everyone is invited to participate. 
   
There is still a need for Sunday school teachers in order to get adequate coverage for 
each class. A person could be on a flexible substitution list. Linda Moore plans to teach  
the Pre-Kg -1st grade and 2nd-5th grades on the first Sunday of the month and Youth, 6th 
grade-12th grade on the second Sunday of the month. If you are interested in helping out, 
please see Linda or any member of our board. 
   
We are always looking for people to get involved with the activities of the Board of Educa-
tion. Please consider helping us out with your time and/or suggestions. 
 Sincerely, 
 Rich Carroll 
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PIVOTAL MOMENTS 
 
When my father died in 1994, Dave Roberts played baseball for UCLA. Not only had he never 
heard of Dave Roberts, he never lived to see the Red Sox win the World Series. Through the 
1950s and early 1960s, Dad and I saw Ted Williams play at Fenway for one abysmal cellar-
dwelling Red Sox team after another. The closest he came was seeing the Sox lose three 
World Series, four games to three each time, in 1967, 1975 and 1986. Even with Yaz, Fisk and 
Roger, the Curse of the Bambino continued unabated until the little known Dave Roberts 
came along. 
 On October 17, 2004, the Sox played Game Four of their American League Champi-
onship Series (ACLS) against the Evil Empire (i.e. New York Yankees). Despondent from losing 
the first three games, and down 4-3 in the bottom of the 9th while facing Yankee closer 
Mariano Rivera, I fell under the spell of the Curse yet again. The first batter in the 9th, Kevin 
Millar, earned a base on balls. Speedy utility player Dave Roberts replaced him as a pinch 
runner. Rivera threw several pick-off attempts to hold Roberts close. On the first pitch to bat-
ter Bill Mueller, Roberts stole second. Mueller eventually singled Roberts home. Tie game, 4-
4; hope in the face of humiliation. The Sox won 6-4 in the bottom of the 14th with David 
hǊǘƛȊΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ-off homer.  
 It was a pivotal momentΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ hǊǘƛȊ ƘƻƳŜ ǊǳƴΣ ōǳǘ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ōŀǎŜΦ DǊŀƴǘŜŘΣ 
Roberts will never be inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, with modest statistics over ten 
seasons (.266 batting average, 721 hits, 213 runs, 23 home runs). Nevertheless, the son of a 
U.S. Marine and native Okinawan stood on the fulcrum of Red Sox history on October 17, 
2004. Roberts did his best for a team that would use his services for just one season, a team 
that did not place him on their World Series roster, even after he helped them defeat the 
Yankees four games to three in the ALCS. The Sox went on to win the World Series, sweeping 
the Cardinals, four games to none. At long last, the 86-year Curse was reversed! Dave Rob-
erts did his part to make it happen.  
 Pivotal moments throughout time come as unlikely people stand on the fulcrum of 
history, tilting us away from despair toward hope. A skinny Indian lawyer named Gandhi 
brought the British Empire to its knees in the mid-1940s. In 1955, a tired African-American 
bus rider in Alabama refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus. In the early 1970s, an 
anonymous informant brought down an American President. Religious history is replete with 
examples. A Galilean preacher emerged out of the wilderness to a group of fisher folk, saying 
άCƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ tƛǾƻǘŀƭ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ ǘƛƭǘŜŘ 
history in more hopeful direction. Dave Roberts did his best in the moment. Others did their 
part as well. It all adds up at the end, be it a World Championship or the Reign of God.  
 One cannot help but wonder when the pivotal moment will come to reverse the 50-
ȅŜŀǊ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
and the values we cherish as Baptists. We would not be looking for a new pastor or giving of 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ 5ŀǾŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎΚ ²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά¢ƘŜ 
hƴŜέ ǘƻ ǎǇŀǊƪ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ 
ǳǇ ǘƻ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΚ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΚ ²ƘƛƭŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ 
ά{ǘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴ ус-year trend, it took an entire team to win the 
next eight consecutive games leading to a World Championship. Will 2010-11 be our year to 
reverse the trend? Time will tell; but for now, thank God for Dave Roberts and everyone like 
him. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Bruce Greer,  
Interim Senior Minister.  
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WHAT I LEARNED THIS SUMMER 
 
As an educator, I love to teach.  I have been teaching since I was a little girl.  It started with 
my stuffed animals and grew from there.  Thankfully, the students I have now are a bit more 
active.  Not only do I love to teach, but I also love to learn, to be challenged, to hear different 
stories, and see how people learn and grow from their journeys.  This summer proved to be 
one of the best summers of learning and growing here at First Baptist. 
 
The Parables of Jesus 
I can honestly say that this was one of my most favorite classes to teach.  The Summer Sun-
day School class provided a remarkable journey that took us deep into the Parables.  It was 
ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  ²Ŝ ōǊƻƪŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 
parables, looked at the various characters, and really studied what Jesus was teaching and 
what the people were learning.  This class gave me the chance to see Jesus Christ on a whole 
different level.  I learned to see Jesus from the point of view of the participants.  I heard from 
ǘƘŜƳ Ƙƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻπ
Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
Jesus deepened as a result of this class: not only the preparation and study, but also from 
what I learned from the people. 
 
The Words of Witness 
It has been such an unbelievable experience to be able to learn from the six individuals who 
shared their stories with the congregation.  This summer was an opportunity for the lay peo-
ple to share their journeys of faith for the Summer sermon series.  Thank you to Heather P., 
Mary Jane, Jonathan, Dale, Dan, and Amy, for telling your story, of how your lives have been 
impacted by your relationship with God, with Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit.  These 
people gave me the chance to see God from their point of view ς and what an amazing view 
it was.  And I can definitely say that my relationship with God deepened as a result of hearing 
the stories of these beautiful individuals.  They definitely witnessed to me. 
 
So these are just a couple of things I learned this Summer. What did you learn? 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
 

Linda Moore  
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Kicking 
Off the 
Sunday 
School 
Year! 

KICK-OFF SUNDAY & ALL CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, September 12 

 

Come and Join us for a wonderful celebration as we  
Kick-Off the 2010-2011 year!  

 

9:30 Sunday School 
.Ŝ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ фΥол ŦƻǊ ŀ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ .ŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ  /ƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ 
pastries will be provided. We will introduce the teachers for the year, as well as hear from 
special speakers.  Prizes will be given out. 
 
10:30 Worship Celebration  
Including a joyful processional;  commissioning of the teachers; a 
special prayer for students and members of the Andover Newton 
community and the return of the Adult Choir!   
 

Fellowship Lunch τ ALL-CHURCH PICNIC!  

Sponsored by the Deacons will be held on the church lawn after worship.  It will be catered 

by none other than  Blue Ribbon BBQ! 

Lb¢wh5¦/LbD ¢IL{ ¸9!wΩ{ {¦b5!¸ {/Ihh[ ¢9!/I9w{Υ  
 

Pre Kg ς 1st Grade:   
Leaders: Jonathan Dwyer and Karen Schoonmaker  
 
 2nd ς 5th Grades  
Leaders: Ann Grantham, Martha Wright 
 
Youth Sunday School 6th Grade ς 12th Grade:   
Leaders:  Rich Carroll and Melissa Heim 
TƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ - an age-level curriculum that uses the lectionary scripture (the scrip-
ture used in worship).  They will learn together.   
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ όмst grade and below during the worship hour):   
Peg Carroll, Linda Duncombe, Bethany Edwards, Sonja Loar 
 
Adult Sunday School:   
Nurturing our Faith: Bill Herzog 
Faith in the World: Heather Palmer 

If it is serving, let him serve;  
if it is teaching, let him teach ä Romans 12:7 

SAVE THE DATES 
Christian Education 

Events  
 

Thursday, Sept. 9.  
7:00pm 
Christian Education 
Teachers Meeting and 
Dinner for Sunday 
school teachers and 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
coordinators. 
 

Sunday, Sept. 26 
6:00-8:00pm 
Youth and Parent Kick-
Off Dinner 
September 26, 2010 
6:00-8:00 

 

NURSERY WORKER NEEDED!  We are looking for a new nursery worker to help in the infant/
toddler room during   Sunday school and worship.  If you know of someone, at least 18 years 
old, who works well with infants and toddlers, please contact Linda Moore at 617-244-
2997x12 or lmoore@fbcnewton.org  

mailto:lmoore@fbcnewton.org
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A NEW CHOIR SEASON IS UPON US! 

September 12th is kick-off Sunday! It's not only the kick-off for Church School, but 
the beginning of our Chancel Choir season! If you've ever found yourself humming 
along to a piece while the choir is singing, or even if you're the star of your morn-
ing shower or commute, we invite you to come and sing with us! No previous ex-
perience or certain ability level is required, just a love of music, and a desire to give 
of yourself in worship. We are fortunate to have four wonderful section leaders who 
serve as vocal models and mentors to our volunteer choir members. With their help 
and encouragement, you could be the next First Baptist singing sensation. Rehears-
als are held on Sunday mornings at 8:30 in the Sanctuary. Come join in the fellow-
ship and the fun! τ Sean Redrow  

A Joyful  
Noise 
¹ 

Music at 
FBCN  

τ 
Whether  
you are  
5 or 95, 

a trained 
 musician  
or just a  

lover of music, 
this Fall  
offers... 

 
A Whole  

New Season 
Of  

Opportunity! 

Lb¢wh5¦/LbD Y!¢L9 .![¢w¦{IΥ  C./bΩ{ b9² twhDw!a  
ASSOCIATE FOR MUSIC & ARTS FOR YOUTH & CHILDREN 
We are pleased to announce that as of Sept. 1, Katherine (Katie) Baltrush, our wonderful 
mezzo-soprano soloist, will also be joining us as a part-time member of the FBCN staff as Pro-

gram Associate for Music & Arts for Youth & Children.  Over 
the coming months she will be working with FBCN youth and 
their families to help them develop their talents and their 
faith.  Katie grew up singing and performing in her church, 
ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ C./bΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛπ
ties to shine τ sharing their light, spiritual gifts and artistic 
talents with the congregation.   We are enormously fortunate 
to have Katie joining us and for this opportunity to grow our 
ministry for children and the arts.   If you would like to learn 
ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ YŀǘƛŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

her at  katherinebaltrush@gmail.com . 
 
A bit more about Katie:   
Katie holds a Bachelor of Arts in Voice Performance from Boston University, where she stud-
ied voice under Phyllis Hoffman. During her years as an undergraduate, she worked as the 
Music Program Administrator for and member of the Marsh Chapel Choir, whose Sunday 
morning services are broadcast on NPR station, WBUR, and who performs extra concerts of 
sacred music and oratorios throughout the liturgical year. She went on to earn a Masters of 
Music in Musicology from Boston University and, this summer, Katie attended the Neil Semer 
Vocal Institute in Germany to further her performance education. Currently, she writes music 
reviews and profiles artistic events at Boston University for several online publications and 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ƭǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ C./Ωǎ ŎƘƻƛǊΦ {ƘŜ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎƭŜȅ 
United Methodist Church in Worchester, MA, an experience that influenced her decision to 
pursue a career in music and the arts. 

 

mailto:katherinebaltrush@gmail.com

